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“Distinct – Connected – Effective” 

 

In our path of life as a believer we may have noticed that the Lord has been challenging us to 

be “witnesses” and to give “testimony” concerning Him. To use whatever we have by way of 

gifts, abilities, talents, skills in service for Him. To be salt and light in the world. 

 

Why has God chosen to leave us here on earth after we are born again? Why does He not 

just immediately snatch us away to be with Him?  

 

Well, we’re not left here primarily to worship Him even though worshipping Him is vital and 

very important, because we could do that far more effectively if He took us to be with Him in 

heaven where we, along with the angels, could worship Him day and night. We’ll be doing 

that throughout all eternity once we go to be with the Lord in heaven.  

 

So why are we left here?  

 

It’s primarily so we can be His witnesses to share the gospel and His love with the people in 

darkness around us. Our Lord and Saviour has chosen to live in and through us using us – our 

voice, our hands, and our feet as His instruments here on earth. We are here as His 

ambassadors – to share Christ with the lost in our world, so that they can come to the Lord – 

so that they may be born again and be part of the family of the redeemed.  

 

We’re here to allow Christ to live through us and to be His witnesses.  

 

So now, in light of what the Lord requires of us, I believe we all need to stand before Him 

and answer the following three part question: 

 

1. Is my testimony DISTINCT, POWERFUL, INFLUENTIAL and EFFECTIVE? 

2. Am I CONNECTED, presenting Christ to the people in ‘my world’? 

3. Am I FULFILLING my part of God’s eternal plan and purpose? 

 

Today let us give consideration to these questions. 

  

DISTINCT – noticeable, conspicuous, stand out, clear-cut, well-defined 

 

1 Cor 14:7-8  ... “Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp, in producing a sound, if they 

do not produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is played 

on the flute or on the harp? For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who 

will prepare himself for battle?”  

 

When you’re minding your own business and busy doing something and you hear a tune 

that you recognize playing on the radio or over a sound system in the shopping mall it gets 

your attention because it is DISTINCT – you recognize it, it’s clear, it’s well-defined, you know 

exactly what it is about, and you begin to sing along with it. 
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Matt 5:13  ... “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can 

it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown 

out and trampled underfoot by men.” 

 

Have you ever eaten rice that has been cooked without salt added? It’s bland and does not 

taste so nice. If you had salt that had lost its saltiness and added it to your rice when you’re 

cooking it, the end product would be rice that tasted bland. The unsalty salt would have had 

no EFFECT or INFLUNCE on the taste of the rice. It would have lost its distinct savor adding 

quality. That kind of salt Jesus says is to be thrown away – destroyed – because it’s good for 

nothing. It’s useless. 

 

Now let’s look at what God’s Word says makes us distinct so we can be effective as salt and 

light powerfully influencing our world.   

 

Hos 4:6  ... “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” 

 

Some versions say “cut off” in place of “destroyed” 

 

“Destroyed” is from – Heb root word דמה dāmāh – “lose distinctiveness” 

 

Hos 4:14  ... “So the people without understanding are ruined.” 

 

The word translated “ruined” is from – Heb root word לבט lābat – “stumble”, “blunder”, 

“thrown down” or “thrown away”.  

 

So these scriptures are saying to us that the people who lack knowledge and understanding 

of God lose distinctiveness, they stumble and are ruined and are only good to be thrown 

down or thrown away like the unsalty salt Jesus spoke of in Matt 5:13. 

 

This is the opposite of what the Word declares in Daniel: 

 

Dan 11:32  ... “the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.”  

 

Knowledge and Understanding of God 

 

So what this is really saying to us is that if we want to be distinct (salty salt), and have 

powerful influence and effect in our world as witnesses for Christ we need to have 

knowledge and understanding of God.  

 

Jn 17:3  ... “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom You have sent.” 

 

Eph 1:3  ... “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
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with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” 

 

2 Pet 1:3  ... “seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life 

and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own 

glory and excellence.” 

Example: If you have a bank account opened in your name and $1 million deposited in it but 

you don’t know the PIN number or the account number then the money is of no use to you.  

 

So what these scriptures are saying is that everything pertaining to life and godliness has 

been given to us, every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places has been deposited in us in 

Christ – but we will only benefit from all of this if we draw near to Him and His word and 

receive revelation of Him and His ways.  

 

God will reveal Himself to us by the knowledge and understanding we receive from the Holy 

Spirit revelation of the Word. 

 

Eph 1:17-19  ... “I do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my 

prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to 

you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 
18 

I pray 

that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is 

the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in 

the saints, 
19 

and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who 

believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 
20 

which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and 

seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 
21 

far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in 

this age but also in the one to come. 
22 

And He put all things in subjection 

under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 
23 

which is 

His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” 

   

Some folks are hesitant to be bold as witnesses for Christ because they fear being mocked or 

rejected. They look at the circumstances and are silenced. They don’t fully know and 

understand God and His power over evil. 

 

Example: They remind me of the story in 2 Kings 6 – where the king of Aram is at war with 

Israel, but every time he plots an attack Elisha receives revelation from God about the king’s 

plans and he warns the king of Israel. He hears that this is happening and sends his forces to 

find and destroy Elisha. Elisha’s attendant man sees the armies and shudders in fear. So 

Elisha prays and says: 

2 Kings 6:17  ... “O Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” And the Lord opened the 

servant’s eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and 

chariots of fire all around Elisha.” 

 

You see, to be DISTINCT, POWERFUL, INFLUENTIAL and EFFECTIVE witnesses we need to 
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know the God we serve – His nature, His character, His attributes – we need to know Christ 

who lives in us so that we can cooperate  with Him and allow Him to be seen in and through 

us.  

 

Example: Peter and John knew their God and did exploits. They were DISTINCT, POWERFUL, 

INFLUENTIAL and EFFECTIVE in their testimony of Christ. 

 

In Acts 3 and 4 is the story of the healing of the lame man, the priests and Sadducees threw 

them in jail and they faced “court” the next day. Peter filled with the Holy Spirit spoke boldly 

and at the end ... they had no answer. 

    

Acts 4:13  ... “Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood 

that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began 

to recognize them as having been with Jesus.” And seeing the man who had 

been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply.” 

 

What was going on in the church in those days? What was the order of the day? 

 

Acts 2:42  ... “They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 

to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” 

 

Most local churches or fellowships will offer opportunities for:  

Teaching – Bible studies, home groups, preaching/teaching services 

Fellowship – Home groups (home fellowship groups), social outings 

Breaking of bread – Home groups, formal services 

Prayer – Week day/night prayer meetings, before services, mornings, during visitation  

 

But are we all taking advantage of these opportunities? 

How much time each day do you devote to prayer and the study of God’s word to get to 

know Him? 

Are we seeing the power of God in action through our testimony? 

Is our testimony for Christ DISTINCT, POWERFUL, INFLUENTIAL and EFFECTIVE?  

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  ... “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 

man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  

 

In relation to this verse Jack Hayford, in his book “Glory on your house”, makes the following 

statement: 

 

‘Jesus has left none of us on earth at the mercy of circumstances or the powers of hell.  

As members of His Body, the church is filled with Jesus Himself. We are equipped to 

introduce His life, His love and His power into each situation the Holy Spirit brings us to. We 

have not been left on the defensive or called to preserve the status quo, but equipped to let 
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Jesus happen through us.”  

 

So the challenge before us is to meditate upon the content of this small study, and in 

particular to personally answer the three part question put before us: 

 

1. Is my testimony DISTINCT, POWERFUL, INFLUENTIAL and EFFECTIVE? 

2. Am I CONNECTED, presenting Christ to the people in ‘my world’? 

3. Am I FULFILLING my part of God’s eternal plan and purpose? 

 

My prayer is that each one of us may: 

 

... “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet 3:18)  so 

that we may be  

 

DISTINCT, POWERFUL, INFLUENTIAL AND EFFECTIVE. 

 

Amen!  


